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This 1623 first edition of Antoine de Pluvinel's 
Le Maneige Royal, donated by Andrew and 
Anya Littauer, demonstrates a rider's correct 
position without the encumbrances of clothes 
(above), and how it looks fully dressed (right). 

Littauer's book Horseman’s Progress: 
The Development of Modern Riding 
(1962). The reader will not only gain 
a solid understanding of how edu¬ 
cated riding evolved, but also what 
Littauer derived from his research 
using fhis collecfion. 

Never has fhe NSL received such 
an in-depfh collecfion of heavily 
researched books which belonged fo 
a scholar of horsemanship. If is rem- 
iniscenf of Alexander Mackay-Smith's 
fireless sfudy regarding fhe hisfory 
of foxhunting and fhe developmenf 
of fhe modern Thoroughbred. 

Liffauer, who immigrafed from 
Russia during fhe fall of fhe czarisf 
regime, is credifed by many fo have 
broughf fhe forward riding sysfem 
fo America. The Russian cavalry, fra- 
difionally based on fhe classical 


dressage sysfem, was one of 
fhe firsf milifary schools fo 
infroduce fhe feachings of 
Ifalian Federico Caprilli 
(1868-1907), who revolution¬ 
ized fhe way riders gallop 
cross counfry and ride on 
fhe stirrup over fences. 
Liffauer's holdings also 
include a box of Caprilli's papers 
and letters fo Liffauer. 

In addition fo fhe more fhan 250 
books and pamphlefs, collections of 
Liffauer's published arficles, boxes 
of correspondence wifh leading 
aufhors, edifors, and horsemen, and 
films, based on Liffauer's own horse¬ 
manship books, were also donafed. 

The books dale from fhe mid-16th 
cenfury beginning with the Italian 
Federico Grisone's 1550 book on 
horsemanship, in its original bind¬ 
ing, Gli Ordini di Cavalcare. Grisone's 
is considered the first book written 
on the art of riding, the system of rid¬ 
ing which we know today as dres¬ 
sage. 

Liffauer wrote in Horseman’s 
Progress, "Alfhough, as far as we can 
fell, people may have been writing 
abouf horses for 3,000 years before 
fhe 16fh cenfury, when the Dressage 
type of equifafion firsf made ifs 
appearance, we have no frace of any¬ 
one having previously formulated a 
continued on page 2 


T his summer, Andrew 
and Anya Liffauer, 
heirs of fhe Capf. 
Vladimir S. and Mary Littauer 
Esfafe, donafed Capf. 
Liffauer's magnificenf horse¬ 
manship library fo fhe 
National Sporting Library. 

Paul Cronin, an NSL 
Chairman's Council mem¬ 
ber and longtime friend of 
Vladimir and Mary, encour¬ 
aged Andrew and Anya fo 
donate Andrew's fafher's 
special collecfion fo fhe NSL. 

(In fhe summer 2004 issue of 
fhe Library's newsleffer, 

Cronin wrofe an oufsfand- 
ing biography abouf Vladmir's 
life and work as a teacher 
and aufhor.) 

Liffauer's collecfion doc- 
umenfs fhe historic record 
of educafed riding in fhe Wesfern 
World. To fully grasp fhe scope of 
fhe collecfion, former NSL board 
member and Olympian William 
Sfeinkraus recommends reading 


Capt. Vladimir S. Littauer and Bamaby Bright. 





Littauer Collection 

continued from page 1 

complete, reasoned method of rid¬ 
ing." 

The first horsemanship book, pub¬ 
lished in English, is a translation of 
Grisone's work. The franslafor, 
Thomas Blundeville, produced The 
Art of Riding, firsf published in 1560, 
and Liffauer's copy is a second edi¬ 
tion published in 1602. Fittingly, 
Blundeville dedicafed fhe book fo 
Lord Robert Dudley, Masfer of fhe 
Horse for Queen Elizabefh I. During 
her reign, she and Dudley invifed a 
number of Ifalians fo courf for fheir 
expertise in horsemanship and in fhe 
breeding of fine racehorses. Someone 
inscribed on fhe verso of fhe fifle 
page regarding Dudley, fhe reported 
lover of fhe Queen: "This is fhe Earl 
highesf in favor wifh Queen 
Elizabefh." 

An exfremely rare and exquisife 
book is Venaria Reale, a heavily illus- 
frafed book gifted fo fhe hunting 
guesfs of the Duke of Savoy. The lav¬ 
ish hunting parfy fook place af 
Savoy's hunting Palazzo, near Turin 
in 1672. Specfacular engravings 
adorn fhe pages in fhe expressive 
sfyle of Ifalian artisfs of fhe Baroque. 
Pages of defailed illusfrafions of fhe 
hosf and guesfs on horseback, many 
of whom are women, are a feasf for 
fhe eyes. They hunfed boar, sfag, and 
bear wifh fierce coursers. Large fold- 



The title page from Amedeo di 
Castellamonte's Venaria Reale, Tornio, 1672. 



ouf pages illusfrafe fhe whole hunf- 
ing parfy, servanfs, social evenfs, 
plans of fhe entire esfafe, gardens and 
sfables. Liffauer fyped on a nofe card 
inserfed in fhe book, "The cosfumes 
of ladies who sef ouf on a hunf in cos- 
fumes [are] more appropriafe for a 
masked ball." 

Many of fhe antiquarian and con- 
femporary books, including fhose 
aufhored by Liffauer himself, have 
inserfed in fhe pages book reviews, 
clippings and sometimes biographi¬ 
cal information on fhe aufhor. 

Perhaps one of fhe mosf impor- 
fanf aspecfs of fhe collecfion is 
Liffauer's obvious intimacy wifh 
each book. He nof only collecfed 
fhese pivofal works, buf he also read, 
sfudied, and absorbed whaf was 
upon fhe pages, and eifher agreed or 
disagreed wifh fhem. He fhen pro¬ 
duced more fhan twelve books and 
countless articles based on his own 
experience as a horseman in the 
Czar's cavalry and as a successful 
modern feacher in 20fh cenfury 
America. 

A visif fo fhe Liffauer home af 
Hillside Farm on Long Island pufs 
fhis intimacy in sfunning perspective 
regarding bofh Vladimir and Mary. 
A beautiful fhree-sfory home wifh a 
large and cozy sfable and barn ouf 
back, fhe house confained over 
16,000 books. Books were shelved 


in nearly every 
room of fhe 
house, nof jusf 
in fhe library 
and formal liv¬ 
ing room, buf 
also in fhe foyer, 
hallways, bed¬ 
rooms, and bed¬ 
room closefs. 

The self-edu¬ 
cation of fhe 
Liffauers contin¬ 
ued fheir whole 
lives. Their books 
are written in dif- 
ferenf languages 
including English, 
French, German, 
Ifalian, Russian and more. Topics 
range from arf, history, archifecfure, 
and published diaries fo horses 
(Federico Grisone fo Norman 
Thelwell), a dictionary of efymolo- 
gy and popular novels. 

Mosf of fhe Liffauer horseman¬ 
ship library will be housed in fhe F. 
Ambrose Clark Rare Book Room. 
While fhe collecfion is nof yef cafa- 
loged, visiting scholars are permif- 
fed fo use fhis amazing resource 
immediafely. 

—Lisa Campbell 


Andrew and Anya 
Littauer, of 
Princeton, N.f., 
donated The VS. 
Littauer Collection. 



NSL Librarian Lisa Campbell spoke on the 
Littauer Collection September 28. 
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Landscape designer George Bridge of Laytonsville, Md., transformed the north side of the National Sporting Library into an 
English garden, with boxwoods and hydrangea transforming the great outdoors into an intimate space. 


Elegant Garden Enhances Library Grounds 


Members of the Chairman's 
Council and their guests enjoyed a 
rainy yet warm reception to cele¬ 
brate the Library's new garden on 
Thursday evening Sept. 28. The 
gathering was preceded by a fasci¬ 
nating talk by Librarian Lisa 
Campbell on the Library's newly- 
acquired Littauer collection (see 
story page 1). 

Landscape designer George 
Bridge, on hand to greet guests, 
seemingly performed a magician's 
feat; he transformed what had been 
a grassy field on the north side of 
the Library into an elegant English 
garden. The Maryland designer 
donated all plants and trees, includ¬ 
ing 24 10-foot high boxwoods, a 25- 
foot high Trident maple tree, 50 
Nikko Blue hydrangea bushes, 80 
small pink rose bushes, 80 fledging 
boxwoods, and other shrubbery. He 
also donated two weeks' worth of 
labor from a four-person team. 

"Big, beautiful boxwoods can do 
interesting things," Bridge said, 
"like a boxwood room." Yet mold¬ 
ing the outdoor space into a "box¬ 
wood room" took ingenuity and 
power. Huge cranes and forklifts 
positioned the large hedges that 
Bridge had shipped from his farm 
outside Lynchburg; he also trans¬ 
planted a 15,000-pound Japanese 
maple tree that was already on the 
premises about ten feet north. The 
40-year-old Trident Maple tree 
Bridge donated is what was used to 
define the garden's center. He fed it 


an organic fish emulsion juice that 
makes plants and trees resilient to 
the trauma of transport. 

Bridge, 46, is known for creating 
gardens that appear to have been in 
place for hundreds of years. "I have 
all sorts of shrubs, boxwoods, and 
espalier at my Acorn Farm," said 
Bridge, referring to a 25-acre nurs¬ 


ery in Montgomery County's 
Laytonsville. The true skill, he said, 
is in moving the shrubbery. "You'd 
never know it's been moved—that's 
our skill," he said. 

Visitors who come to the 
National Sporting Library are 
urged to view and enjoy the spec¬ 
tacular new garden. 



Chairman's Council member Phil Thomas (right) encouraged George Bridge 
to propose garden ideas for the Library. 
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Jody Petty aboard Albert's Crossing, left, bested Acorn Hill Farm's 
Northern Thinking, Robert V\falsh up, by 4 1/2 lengths at the wire to take 
the National Sporting Library Chronicle Cup at the Virginia Fall Races. 


Albert's Crossing Wins 
National Sporting Library 
Chronicle Cup 

Albert's Crossing, owned by Irvin S. Naylor, trained by 2005 Champion 
Trainer Sana Neilson-Hendricks (below, far left), and ridden to victory by 2005 
Champion Jockey Jody Petty (below, far right), won the National Sporting 
Library Chronicle Cup, in memory of George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. and George L. 
Ohrstrom, Sr. NSL Chairman Manuel H. Johnson (below, fourth from left), and 
NSL President and CEO Nancy Parsons (below, third from left), presented the 
cup at the Virginia Pall Races Oct. 7. 
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NSL Mourns Loss 
of Director 

John Hancock "Jack" Daniels, a 
man who loved sport and all books 
connected with sport, died Sept. 18. 
He was 84. 

Mr. Daniels, of Mulberry 
Plantation in Camden, S.C., was a 
member of fhe National Sporting 
Library's Board of Direcfors from 
1987 fo 2004 and an honorary mem¬ 
ber af fhe time of his deafh. 

Mr. Daniels was MFH of fhe 
Camden Hunf (S.C.), and co-found- 
ed and served as Jf .-MFH of fhe Long 
Lake Hounds (Minn.), and fhe Old 
Sfoningfon Hunf (111.). He was on fhe 
boards of fhe Carolina and Colonial 
Cup sfeeplechases and fhe National 
Sfeeplechase Museum. 

Mr. Daniels, a 1942 graduafe of 
Yale, was presidenf and lafer CEO of 
fhe corporafe gianf Archer Daniels 
Midland, Inc., headquarfered in 
Minnesofa, retiring in 1972. While af 
Yale, he was capfain of fhe Yale polo 
feam, a sporf he continued fo play 
and follow lafer in life. 

Mr. Daniels became involved wifh 
fhe Library in 1975. If was af fliis time 
he sfarfed fo assemble whaf would 
furn ouf fo be one of fhe mosf impor- 
fanf collections of sporfing books in 



Martha and Jack Daniels enjoyed festivities 
to mark the opening of the new National 
Sporting Library building in 1999. 


America—books fhaf cover equesfri- 
an sporfs, fishing, angling, shooting, 
foxhunting, and ofher relafed field 
sporfs, dating from 1523 fo confem- 
porary editions. 

Commencing in 1995, Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniels donafed fheir 5,000- 
volume collection fo fhe NSL which 
almosf doubled fhe Library's hold¬ 
ings. This move was fhe cafalysf for 
finding a larger home, and in 1999 
fhe Library moved from ifs Vine Hill 
basemenf quarfers fo fhe presenf 
15,000 square-foof facilify. 

"The Library has a world class 
collection of rare sporfing books, 
fhanks fo Mr. Daniels," said Nancy 
Parsons, Presidenf and CEO of fhe 


NSL. "He spenf over 30 years com¬ 
piling fhe Daniels collection and fhen 
generously donafed 5,000 volumes fo 
be used and enjoyed for fufure gen¬ 
erations. His greafesf wish was for 
fhe collection fo be used fo creafe 
new and meaningful research. His 
memory will continue fo inspire us." 

"Mr. Daniels was a very active 
member of our book acquisifion 
committee, and 1 even received one 
more letter of advisemenf from him 
shorfly affer his deafh. He was 
always so enfhusiasfic, full of energy 
and ideas, and such a positive influ¬ 
ence," said Lisa Campbell, Librarian 
of fhe NSL. 

Mr. Daniels himself was fhe 
aufhor of several books, including 
his 1999 Affectionately H: A Tribute to 
Helen Burt Hennessey, which is a col¬ 
lection of letters he and one of his 
favorife booksellers exchanged over 
a span of 20 years. The letters fell fhe 
story of fhe developmenf of fhe col¬ 
lection and af times fhe fhrill of fhe 
chase for a tifle. 

Mr. Daniels is survived by his 
wife of 64 years, Marfha Hill 
Williams Daniels, four children, 
Jolin H. Daniels Jr., Clirisfopher W. 
Daniels, Marfha M. Daniels, and 
Dr. Jane D. Moffett, as well as eighf 
grandchildren and fhree greaf- 
grandchildren. 


British Scholar Utilizes Rare Book Collection 


John Sfrachan, a professor of 
English liferafure from fhe 
Universify of Sunderland in norfh- 
ern England, visifed fhe Library in 
early Augusf for his upcoming book 
The Devil's Baits: The Literature of 
Sport, 1770-1840 (Cambridge Uni¬ 
versify Press). The Leverhulme 
Research Fellowship fhaf Sfrachan 
was awarded funds his research for 
a year and includes his frip fo 
Virginia. 

Sfrachan's book focuses on fhe lif¬ 
erafure dealing wifh fhe explosion of 
tighfing sporfs during fhe lafe 
Georgian and Romantic periods (cock 
fighting, pugilism, dog-tighfing, bull- 
and bear-baiting), as well as fhe prinf 
culfure of angling, foxhunting, horse 
racing, and crickef—a culfural phe¬ 
nomenon fhaf bofh confrasfs and 
complemenfs fhe liferary greafs of fhe 



John Strachan 


period such as Lord Byron, Percy 
Shelley, and William Blake. 

"I am interested in culfural histo¬ 
ry and in parficular fhe special way 
fhaf social ephemera are referenced 
in fhe liferafure of fhe early 19fh- 
cenfury" he said. 

Sfrachan also focuses upon fhe 
way in which lafe Georgian sporf 
generafed much liferary debafe 
abouf ifs wider social and ideologi¬ 
cal significance. 

The emotive force generafed by 
blood sporfs was celebrated as 
morally improving, wifh an ironic 
fwisf; on fhe one hand, if was 
regarded as insfilling a noble, coura¬ 
geous and manly spirif; on fhe ofher 
hand, if was condemned as offering 
darker lessons: a brutish relish for 
cruel and squalid specfacles of baf- 

continued on page 11 
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Library to Publish Sporting Art Book 


National Sporting Library Board 
member F. Turner Reuter, Jr., of 
Middleburg, Va., will complete a 30- 
year undertaking when he proofs 
fhe final chapters of his impressive 
book, A History of Animal and 
Sporting Art in America, 1650-1950. 

The NSL is publishing fhis com¬ 
prehensive guide fo American ani¬ 
mal and sporfing arfisfs, wifh sup- 
porf from Chairman Manuel H. 
Johnson. "I have been an admirer 
and collector of animal and sporfing 
arf over many years. My family has 
always lived wifh sporfing dogs. 
And, of course, my shoofing, fishing 
and riding experiences have inspired 
fhese inferesfs," explained Johnson. 

Reufer compiled a reference 
work fhaf will include over 2,300 
biographies, 500 illusfrafions, and 
an infroducfion by William H. 
Gerdfs, professor emerifus of arf 
hisfory of fhe Graduate School of 
fhe Cify Uni versify of New York 
and an infernafionally recognized 
arf experf and aufhor. 

Reufer has been collecting infor¬ 
mation for his projecf ever since he 
boughf his firsf painfing in 1968, a 
toxhunfing drawing by Cecil Aldin. 
He grew up wifh fine arf and 
anfiques, buf whaf made a lasting 
impression were fhe paintings he 
saw af Marion duPonf Scoff's 
Monfpelier in Orange, Va., and fhe 


\ HHion of _ 

Animal and Sporting Art 

in iXmcnca 
ir.-.i I'lW 



F. Turner Reuter, Jr. 


For the hook's cover, Reuter chose a detail 
from Thomas Hewes Hinkley's 1846 painting, 
The Day's Bag: Gun Dogs and Game. 

arf af Joan Irvine Smifh's Middle¬ 
burg farm. The Oaks. (Smifh's col- 
lecfion is currently on view at the 
Library, in the exhibit European and 
American Sporting Art: 19th- and 
20th-Century.) As an amateur stee¬ 
plechase jockey from 1968 fo 1978, 
Reufer had fhe opporfunify fo view 
fhese and ofher impressive equesfri- 
an and field sporf collections when 
visiting owners and breeders affer 
fhe races. Many of fhe works were 



Reuter anticipates that approximately 2,000 copies of his book will be available for sale in late 2007. 


by British arfisfs, however, and 
Reufer was more interested in fheir 
American counferparfs. 

"When I fried fo look up informa¬ 
tion [on American sporfing and ani¬ 
mal arfisfs] in books, I couldn'f find 
any one source," he said. So Reufer 
sfarfed fo collecf and fhen carefully 
file whatever information he would 
come across. The file continued fo 
expand, and foday fhe alphabefized 
informafion spans some 67 four- 
inch fhick research and illusfrafion 
binders, comprised of photocopied 
pages from over 450 sources, includ¬ 
ing books, magazine and newspa¬ 
per arficles, exhibifion cafalogs, cor¬ 
respondences, and interviews; more 
recenfly credible websifes have also 
become a fonf of informafion. 

"I am always reading somefhing, 
so I keep adding fo fhe nofebooks. If 
fhere's new informafion, I updafe 
if," he said. 

In 1985, English hisforian Sally 
Mifchell came ouf wifh her book 
Dictionary of British Sporting Art, and 
fhis publication pushed Turner info 
overdrive. "I wanted fo do for 
American sporfing arf whaf she did 
for fhe English genre," he said. 

As a businessman wifh a full¬ 
time career, Reufer had fo resfricf 
much of his research fo nighfs and 
weekends. His fravels as owner of 
Red Fox Fine Arf, a gallery which he 
esfablished in 1976, led him to 
opportunities to view many private 
and internationally acclaimed 
museum collections. 

As a Virginia native, however, 
Reuter had easy access to one of fhe 
mosf helpful insfifufions in fhe 
counfry fo assisf his field sporf 
research. "Much informafion for fhe 
book came ouf of material housed in 
fhe National Sporfing Library's col¬ 
lection," he said. "Tm also a vora¬ 
cious reader of periodicals and frade 
papers." 

"Turner Reuter's imporfanf new 
reference work, primarily based on 
fhe NSL collecf ion, provides schol¬ 
ars and collecfors wifh fhe firsf 
comprehensive source of biograph¬ 
ical informafion on America's lead¬ 
ing animal and sporfing arfisfs," 
said Johnson. Undoubfedly if will 
prove fo be an invaluable guide for 
privafe collecfors, arf dealers, and 
researchers af universify, public and 
privafe libraries. 

—Louisa Woodville 
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Dick Francis Draws Large Crowd to NSL 


Hundreds of Dick Francis fans 
from as far away as Golden, Colo., 
and Cincinnati, Ohio, flocked fo fhe 
National Sporting Library. All wanf- 
ed fo hear fheir favorife besf-selling 
mysfery novelisf on a rainy 
Thursday evening, Ocf. 5. Wifh a 
sparkle in his eye and a smile on his 
face, Francis, 85, inferviewed wifh 
his son, Felix, exchanged remarks 


wifh his fans, and signed his lafesf 
book—fhe firsf one in six years— 
Under Orders. 

"He's like a rock sfar!" said 
Toofie Greene of Warrenfon, who 
came wifh her sisfer Bland Jensen. 
"People were coming in from every 
angle [of fhe Sporfing Library] fo 
see him, six fo eighf books in-hand." 

Kafhy Thompson, of Avondale, 


Penn., said meeting Dick Francis was 
an incredible experience. "When I 
saw him af Hafchard's booksfore in 
London Sepfember 5, fhere was no 
discussion or falk, so whaf fhe 
Sporfing Library did was so fanfas- 
fic," she said. "I enjoyed all fhe sto¬ 
ries of his early life so much." 

Jimmy Young, MFH of Orange 
Counfy reviewed Francis' successful 
career as sfeeplechase jockey fo HM 
Queen Elizabefh fhe Queen Mofher 
from 1953 fo 1957. In addition fo his 
350 wins, he was also an RAF pilof 
during World War II and enjoyed a 
16-year career as racing correspon- 
denf for fhe London Sunday Express. 

The audience discovered more 
abouf Francis from his inferview 
wifh Felix, who was fhe inspiration 
behind fhe leading character in Twice 
Shy (1981) and, today is Francis' 
manager and primary researcher. 
Through fheir discussion, listeners 
discovered how imporfanf Mary, 
Francis' wife, had been fo him; how 
her deafh in 2000 took fhe wind ouf 
of his sails; how Felix persuaded 
him, in 2005, fo fake up his pen 
again; how Devon Loch, fhe Queen 
Mofher's horse who collapsed 
underneafh Francis 40 lengfhs from a 
Grand Nafional victory in 1956, was 
spooked by fhe raucous crowd; how 
Francis' recenf courfship of Dagmar 
Crosby, of Vienna, Va., has given him 
a new lease on life; and how, as of 
Thursday, Qcf. 5, Under Orders had 
ascended fo fhird place on fhe New 
York Times besfseller lisf. 



Dick Francis (center) signed books throughout Thursday evening. 
His son Felix (left) and Dagmar Crosby (right) flank him. 


Neuharth Delights Group at NSL 


Novelisf Jan Neuharfh capfivafed 
a group of more fhan 50 people 
when she read excerpfs from her 
recenf mysfery. The Chase, answered 
questions, and signed copies af fhe 
Nafional Sporfing Library on 
Thursday Sepf. 14. 

Neuharfh kepf lisfeners af fhe 
edge of fheir seafs when she read 
from her compelling sfory, woven 
around Middleburg hunf counfry 
personalities fo whom everyone 
could relate. Her selection, represen- 
fafive of her writing sfyle, is chock 
full of defails fhaf lead fhe reader 
from chapter fo chapter. "I really did 
enjoy fhe research. I've never been a 
journalisf, and I found if very inter¬ 
esting and learned a lof. I like com¬ 
ing up wifh a plof fhaf can teach me 


somefhing new fhaf I fhen can con¬ 
vey fo fhe reader," she said. 
Neuharfh said she called upon Naf 
While af fhe Equine Medical Cenfer 
and Dr. Edward Puccio, head of ER 
af Loudoun, fo flush ouf defails. She 
also lapped fhe shoulders of law 
enforcemenf officers. "I asked Sheriff 
Simpson, 'is fhis a realistic way for 
an inmafe fo escape from Loudoun 
Counfy?"' she said. 

"I fhoughf her falk was delighf- 
ful," said Middleburg residenf 
Sandy Danielson, who rode wifh Jan 
Neuharfh and her husband, Joseph 
Keusch, when fhey ran Paper Chase 
Farms in Middleburg. "Jan's books 
are captivating and engrossing." 

—Louisa Woodville 



]an Neuharth's most recent mystery novel, 
The Chase, is winning the Middleburg 
resident a big following. 
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Book Reviews 



FOXHUNTING 



Hugh J. Robards, MFH, Foxhunting, 
Derrydale Press, 4501 Forbes 
Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, MD 
20706.140 pp., illustrated. $24.95. 

Three little words of advice to all 
foxhunters, experienced, novice or 
hopeful: Read. This. Book. 

Mr. Robards has written a little 
volume that's so packed with practi¬ 
cal observations, explanations, and 
advice, it would take most members 
of the field many, many seasons in 
the saddle to acquire this wisdom 
on their own. After reading it 
through, one will never approach a 
day's hunting the same way, and 
even difficult days will offer more 
enjoyment simply because one will 
begin to understand what is going on. 

Deeper awareness can lead only 
to a greater appreciation of the prob¬ 
lems, efforts, and triumphs experi¬ 
enced by one's huntsman and his 
loyal pack of hounds. And one's oft- 
beleaguered Master will be pro¬ 
foundly grateful for the privilege of 
leading a knowledgeable field, 
which is more inclined to keep its 
eyes open, mouth closed, and mind 
on the job at hand. 

Robards organizes his material 
with the ingenious device of pre¬ 
senting a single day's hunting over 
and over from the different points of 
view of the Huntsman and his staff, 
the Field Master, the hounds, and 


their quarry. Each situation presents 
so many considerations, based on 
for example weather, topography, 
landowner issues, prior preparation 
for the day and personal talents and 
past experiences of both hunters 
and the hunted. How and why do 
all the interacting players make the 
decisions they do—what are the 
consequences of their actions? 

Though his observations are 
detailed, Mr. Robards' prose is con¬ 
cise and easy to read. 

Norman Fine, editor of the 
Masters of Foxhounds Association's 
Covertside magazine, has con¬ 
tributed a short introduction that 
includes advice on hunt etiquette 
and attire, making this book an ideal 
introduction to the sport, as well as 
a useful addition to more experi¬ 
enced hunters' libraries. Whether 
one rides to hunt, or as is perhaps 
more common these days, hunts to 
ride, this book should be required 
reading. 

—Betsy Manierre 



A nistoty of the Art and Practice 


Terry Lawton, Nymph Fishing: A 
History of the Art and Practice, 
Stackpole Books, 5067 Ritter Road, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.2006.194 
pp., illustrated. $37.95 

Upstream nymph fishing on the 
southern England chalkstreams 
form the basis for the history and 


influence on current fishing tech¬ 
niques. Terry Lawton's Nymph 
Fishing: A History of the Art and 
Practice contains over 60 photo¬ 
graphs, 10 drawings, three plates of 
flies, a fly dressing chapter with the 
materials for each fly. 

Upstream nymph fishing is cast¬ 
ing to sighted fish. The angler 
becomes a hunter, looking, observ¬ 
ing, and spotting the fish. A precise 
cast with a nymph imitation is 
made upstream above the trout. All 
eyes then focus on the fish. "With a 
nymph the most important thing is 
to concentrate on the fish, to watch 
its head and more especially the 
mouth," Frank Sawyer explains in 
his book Nymphs and the Trout, 1958. 
The NSL has a first edition of this 
book. 

Nymphs are the juvenile stage of 
the mayfly cycle, which live under 
rocks or on the bottom of the stream 
in many streams and rivers. Ninety 
percent of a trout's diet is subsur¬ 
face. 

The dry fly is the adult stage of 
the mayfly. Once the nymph makes 
its way to the surface, it hatches, 
discarding its wing case, floats on 
the surface for a short time, and 
flies off. 

"It is Sawyer's (and Oliver 
Kite's) method of nymph fishing 
that has stood the test of time and is 
used today, both in its original and 
purest form and much modified, 
rather than Skues' (G. E. M.) surface 
or slightly subsurface approach," 
Lawton writes in the prologue. 

The book provides new insights 
into the close relationship between 
Sawyer and Major Kite, who joined 
the Officers Association and fished 
the Wiltshire Avon with Sawyer. 
Initially good friends, a rift devel¬ 
oped as Kite enjoyed much success 
from the publication of his book in 
1963. Upon Kite's death. Sawyer 
referred to Kite as "one of my 
pupils." 

"Margaret Sawyer's (Sawyer's 
wife) eyes still burned with anger 
when she looked across the street." 
Kite purchased a cottage across the 
street from the Sawyers and parked 
his white Jaguar in full view. Mrs. 
Sawyer felt the Jaguar came from 
profits from the book after taking 
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advantage of her husband. 

In addition to the chalkstream 
emphasis, the book also notes the 
American, Czech, European and 
Scandinavian historic contributions 
to nymph fishing on streams, ponds 
and lakes. 

—Douglas Lees 



John Eisenberg, The Great Match 
Race: When North Met South in 
America's First Sports Spectacle, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston, MA, 2006. $25.00 

John Eisenberg refers to newspa¬ 
per accounts and contemporary let¬ 


ters to give life to his facts in The 
Great Match Race while filling out 
details from his own imagination. 
The reader is swept up as in a good 
historical novel. 

Included are some rather bizarre 
descriptions in early American sport 
practices. Besides cock-fighting in 
the South, he reports that occasional¬ 
ly in the North a race would be held 
in which a jockey would ride a horse 
owned by someone else. The horse 
that came in last was declared the 
winner. On other occasions old and 
useless horses were run, and the one 
who dropped dead first was 
declared the winner. 

Racing in those days was enjoyed 
by all levels of society. Everybody 
went. Races were for a purse, but 
most who went had a side wager, 
sometimes for very large amounts. 

In May of 1823 a race which 60,000 
spectators attended was held at the 
Union Course on Long Island that 
would change American sporting 
history. Up until that point the South 
had dominated thoroughbred racing 
for many decades. 

The primary contenders in the 
1823 race were Northern millionaire 
sportsman John Cox Stephens, who 
supported Cornelius Van Ranst, the 
owner of the ageing Eclipse, with 
Samuel Purdy, the experienced liter¬ 
ally off-again on-again jockey. The 
South's leading turfmen of the day, 
including Racing Billy Wynn, Wade 


Hampden, and John Randolph of 
Roanoke, Va., were present. The 
South's Col. William Ransom John¬ 
son of Chesterfield County, Va., the 
"Napolean of the Turf" led the 
match. In 1822, Sir Charles had suf¬ 
fered a humiliating forfeit in a race 
against Eclipse on National Course 
in Washington, much to the chagrin 
of all the Southern turfmen present 
including President James Monroe. 

A challenge was issued to the 
northern turfmen to race Eclipse 
against the best horse the South 
could present at a time and place to 
be determined—"Eclipse against the 
world." Though Van Ranst had 
begun to put Eclipse out for what he 
hoped would be a long and produc¬ 
tive life at stud, regional pride was at 
stake. Honor was a matter to be 
taken seriously, which was a major 
reason why Johnson and Van Ranst 
were destined to lead their respective 
supporters. Obsession with racing 
had been widespread in the South, 
but in the North this particular race 
and the events leading up to it was 
followed with fascination, stimulat¬ 
ing Northern racing as never before. 

All that having been said, this re¬ 
viewer cannot give away the surpris¬ 
ing turn of events before and during 
the race, only to say that some have 
long remarked that this race was lost 
by a plate of lobsters. A jolly good read! 

—Pegram Johnson III 
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Exhibition Continues 

"Masterpieces of European & American Sporting Art: 19th- and 20th- 
Century" will remain on view until the spring. Visitor James Irvine Swinden, 
of Calif., son of Joan Irvine Smith who lent the paintings and bronzes to the 
Library, was on hand to view the works with Hill School classmates Molly 
Morgan Neisch (left) and Daphne Stettinius Dunning (right). 
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Recent Book Donations 


Children's books - Cheryl Coughlin, of Centreville, Va., 
donated her collection of children's horsemanship 
books. With this donation, the Library has opened a chil¬ 
dren's non-fiction horsemanship section for readers up 
to age 12. 

Autobiography - Joan Irvine Smith, of San Juan 
Capistrano, Calif., donated a signed copy of her autobi¬ 
ography A California Woman's Story (2006). She is a mem¬ 
ber of the NSL board of directors and her collection of 
sporting art is on exhibit at the Library through March 
2007. 

Nineteenth century hunting photo - John Paul Smith, 
DVM, of Bryan, Texas, donated an 1894 picture of the 
members of the first Fox and Wolf Hunters Association 
meeting, with their foxhounds, at Hyson Springs, 
Marshal, Texas. He included identification of 15 mem¬ 
bers. Smith also donated The American Foxhound by 
Haiden C. Trigg, History of the Walker Hound by Bob Lee 
Maddux, a bibliography of hunting books, and informa¬ 
tion on the coyote and wolf. 



John Paul Smith, DVM, of Bryan, Texas, donated this photo that 
features memhers of the Fox and Wolf Hunters Association, 1894, 
at Hyson Springs, Marshal, Texas. 


New foxhunting book - Sabrina Sicard, of The Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishing Group, Lanham, Md., sent a 
copy of Foxhunting: How to Watch and Listen, by Hugh J. 
Robards, MFH of Rolling Rock Hunt (Pa.). It is the 
newest entry of The Derrydale Press Foxhunters' Library 
and reviewed by Elizabeth Manierre on page 8. Robards 
will sign his book November 30 at NSL. 

Horsemanship books - The Chronicle of the Horse donat¬ 
ed 34 recently published horsemanship books, which 
include titles on dressage, eventing, training, trail riding, 
and western riding. 

Hunting magazines - Mrs. Sherman P. Haight Jr., of 
Hamilton, Va., donated back issues of Countryweek 
Hunting magazine published in Great Britain. 



Anne Frey, Incident 
at Sleepy Hollow, 
bronze, on loan. 


Classic tale - Ben Schoenberger, 
of Middleburg, Va., donated 
a new copy of The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow by Washington 
Irving (1783-1859). The book 
is on display in the Daniels 
Reading Room alongside a 
bronze of Ichabod Crane by 
Anne Frey. 


Miscellaneous publications - 

Vicky Moon, of Middleburg, 
Va., donated a collection of small 
publications including The Pink 
Sheet published during the 2006 
Saratoga (N.Y.) meet, and Georgia 
International Horse Park about the 
site of the 1996 Equestrian 
Olympics. 


Mellon racing - Francis Marion Bush, of Midlothian, 
Va., donated a copy of Paul Mellon: Visionary of the Turf 
(2006) that he authored. The book is a useful reference for 
information on Mellon's race stable and horses. 


Saddle Horse book - Steve and Pam Grogan, of Las 
Vegas, Nev., donated a copy of The American Saddle Horse 
by Earl R. Farshler (1933). 

—Lisa Campbell 


Upcoming Events 

The National Sporting Library has scheduled three 
authors to sign recently-published books this fall. 
Book signings start at 7 p.m. 

Friday, October 27 

Book Signing: Helen Kleberg Groves, Bob and Helen 
Kleberg of King Ranch (Bright Sky Press, 2005). 

Saturday, November 4 

View Breeders Cup Races at NSL, noon - 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, November 16 

Book Signing: A photographic portfolio by Doug 
Prather, Private Access: Behind the Gates of America's 
Premier Horse Farms and Ranches (written by Rallie 
McAllister). 

Thursday, November 30 

Book Signing: Hugh Robards, MFH Rolling Rock 
Hunt, Foxhunting: How to Watch and How to Listen. 
(Derrydale Press, 2006). See Betsy Manierre's review 
on page 8. 
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British Scholar 

continued from page 5 

tie, a taste for gambling, and care¬ 
lessness of fhe sufferings of animals. 

In conducfing his research, 
Sfrachan said fhe Library's collecfion 
has an advanfage over some 
research libraries because period 
books, prinfs, and periodicals are all 
under one roof. 

Ofher libraries Sfrachan has used 
include fhe Bodleian Library af fhe 
Universify of Oxford, fhe Brifish 
Library, and the British Museum in 
London. He also plans to visit the 
Folger Shakespeare Library in 
Washington, D.C. 

"in England, you'd have to go to 


the Colindale in North London for 
journals, fo fhe Brifish Museum for 
safirical prinfs, and fo fhe new 
Brifish Library for books. Here, 
fhey're all in one place," Sfrachan 
said. "[The NSL] also has greafer 
depfh of maferial." 

The NSL has complefe sefs of 
periodicals, such as The Sporting 
Magazine, whereas gaps exisf in fhe 
Brifish Library because of losses suf¬ 
fered from World War 11 bombing. 
The Library also has several books 
by fhe greaf sporting arfisf Henry 
Aiken which are nof fo be found in 
Brifish copyrighf libraries, and rare 
editions of Pefer Beckford's Thoughts 
on Hunting, which are nof fo be 
found in Greaf Brifain, according fo 
Sfrachan. 


The period wifh which Sfrachan 
is dealing reflecfs fhe increasing 
popularify of horse and field sporfs, 
evidenced by fhe proliferation of fhe 
written word, manifesf in fhe bur¬ 
geoning lafe Georgian sporfs pub¬ 
lishing indusfry which produced 
biographies, encyclopedias, periodi¬ 
cals, and graphic arf. 

By 1850, however, fhe Victorian 
era had fhrown sand on fhe flames, 
wifh fhe steady rise of evangelical 
reformers, who disapproved of fhe 
fighting sporfs and blood sporfs, 
assuming fhe upper hand. Embers 
sfill glow, evidenf from fhe books 
fhaf lie on fhe shelves in fhe 
Library's rare book room. 

—Louisa Woodville 



Correction 

In our Summer newsletter, the 
figures at left in the painting of 
Zaccio by Richard Stone Reeves 
were incorrectly identified. They 
are: trainer Burley Cocks (left), 
jockey Richard McWade, and 
handler. Zaccio, owned by Mrs. 
Lewis C. Murdock ofPeapack, N.}., 
won the Eclipse Award for 
Outstanding Steeplechase Horse in 
1980,1981, and 1982. (oil on canvas, 
collection National Steeplechase 
Museum, Camden, S.C.) 



Please Support 

The National Sporting Library 


□ chairman's Council.$2,500 

□ Guardian.$1,000 

□ Sponsor.$250 

□ Friend.$50 and over 


Name 


Address 


My check or money order for $_is enclosed. 

□ Please bill my Visa or MasterCard 

Amount to be billed to credit card $_ 


City/State/Zip 


Phone 


E-mail 


Card# 

Expires 


□ Please update my address Signature_ 

Make checks payable to: National Sporting Library 
102 The Plains Road, P.O. Box 1335, Middleburg, VA 20118 • Telephone: 540-687-6542 • Fax 540-687-8540 
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The 2006 Chairman's Council 

The National Sporting Library wishes to recognize and thank the following members of the Chairman's Council 
whose donations to the Library are at the level of $2,500 and above. It is these contributions that form the foundation of 
financial support for the operations of the Library. 

We hope you will consider the Library as you make your charitable giving plans. We are grateful for gifts at all levels, 
and we thank our many donors and friends. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Abel Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Akre Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hector Alcalde 
Amb. and Mrs. Thomas H. Anderson Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Arundel 
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Backer 
Mrs. Charles Baird III 
Robert L. Banner Jr. 

Thomas M. Beach Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zohar Ben-Dov 

Mr. and Mrs. Shelby W. Bonnie 

Mr. and Mrs. George Bridge 

Magalen O. Bryant 

Elizabeth Busch Burke 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Calder 

Mr. and Mrs. Rodion Cantacuzene 

Edgar T. Cato 

Mrs. Elizabeth Clark 

Jane Forbes Clark 

Mr. and Mrs. John Coles 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kent Cooke 

Mrs. Margaret H. Courant 

Teresa Yancy Crane 

W. Carey Crane III 

Paul D. Cronin 

Mrs. John H. Daniels 

Paul L. Davies Jr. 

Lawrence S. Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dietrich 

Mrs. Frances M. Dulaney 

Edward P. Evans 

Mr. P.F.N. Fanning 

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Fazakerley 

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Fendley 

P. Jay Fetner 

Dielle and Charles Fleischmann 
Mrs. Paul R. Fout 
James T. Gable, M.D. 


Dr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Greenan 

Helen Kleberg Groves 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted J. Guarriello 

Samantha J. Hallman 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Hardaway III 

James L. Hatcher Jr. 

Anthony J. Horan and Susan L. Trotter 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin III 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel H. Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Littauer 

Dr. and Mrs. Edward B. MacMahon 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Manaker 

Patricia B. Manigault 

Jacqueline Badger Mars 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Massie 

Bonnie B. Matheson 

Charles T. Matheson 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Matheson III 

L. White Matthews III 

McBean Family Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. John K. Medica 

Mrs. Paul Mellon 

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Mills Jr. 

Catherine C. Murdock 
Pamela H. Murdock 
Jan Neuharth and Joseph Keusch 
Col. and Mrs. Robert W. Newton 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Oare 
Roberta W. Odell 

Mr. and Mrs. Barnaby A. Ohrstrom 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarke Ohrstrom 
George F. Ohrstrom 
Mrs. George L. Ohrstrom Jr. 

Mrs. Ricard Ohrstrom 
Mr. and Mrs. Wright R.S. Ohrstrom 
Mr. James Oldham and 
Ms. Elizabeth Conahan 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Q. O'Neill 


Dr. Betsee Parker & Mr. Irwin Uran 

Nancy H. Parsons 

Lorian Peralta-Ramos 

Trevor Potter and Dana Westring 

Dr. and Mrs. Jerold J. Principato 

Henry T. Rathbun 

Dr. and Mrs. F. Turner Reuter 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Turner Reuter Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max E. Richter 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Rietz 
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Rochester 
Mrs. Felicia Warburg Rogan 
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph D. Rouse 
Mr. and Mrs. B. Francis Saul II 
Milton Sender 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Bruce Smart Jr. 

Gordon G. Smith 

Joan Irvine Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Smith 

T. Garrick Steele 

Nancy Butler Stone 

Mary H. D. Swift 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip S. Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. George Richard Thompson 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Moses Thompson 

Peter S. Tsimortos 

Laura van Roijen 

Virginia S. Warner 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Warren 

Margaret R. White 

Mrs. S. Bonsai White 

Cricket B. Whitner 

Terry Whittier 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Winants 

Dr. and Mrs. William B. Wolf III 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Woodson 

Col. John F. Zugschwert 


LIBRARY HOURS 

Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Saturday: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday. 



102 The Plains Road 
Post Office Box 1335 
Middleburg, Virginia 20118-1335 


Return Service Requested 







